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Data collection strategies and 
questionnaire design



Guidelines

Three  main objectives of data collection:

Intra-household gender analysis

Gender wealth gap

Gender asset 
gap



Data collection strategies

Appending - Minimum 
set of questions on 

ownership and rights

Data to be produced 
(objectives)

Gender asset gap

Asset roster No

Asset characteristics No

Assets Priority assets

Flexibility in 
sampling design

-

Cost +

Appending - questions 
on ownership and 

rights, asset 
characteristics

- Gender asset gap
- Gender wealth gap
- Intrahousehold analysis 
(if >1 respondent from 
each household)

Yes

Yes

Priority assets

-

++

Stand-alone survey 
Ownership and rights,
Asset characteristics,

Within-household 
decision-making

- Gender asset gap
- Gender wealth gap
- Intrahousehold analysis

Yes

Yes

All relevant assets

Flexible

Costly



Components of questionnaire

Information to be collected

Objectives of data collection

Gender asset gap Gender asset gap and 

gender wealth gap

Gender asset gap, gender 

wealth gap and intra-

household analysis 

A. Information on household/individual

Roster of household members Essential Essential Essential

Characteristics of individuals – sex and age Essential Essential Essential 

Characteristics of individuals – education, 

marital status, economic activity

Additional Additional Additional

Decision-making within the household Additional Additional Essential

A. Information on assets

Roster of assets Additional Essential Essential

Characteristics of assets including value Additional Essential Essential

Asset ownership (reported and 

documented)

Essential Essential Essential

Ownership rights Essential Essential Essential

Asset acquisition Additional Essential Essential



Questionnaire flows

Minimum set of 
questions

Host survey
Household roster and 

basic demographic 
characteristics

Select respondent(s) 
within household

Individual level
Minimum set of 

questions on 
ownership rights

Appending 
modules

Host survey
Household roster and 

basic demographic 
characteristics

1 person >1 person

Individual level
Asset roster, 

characteristics and 
ownership rights, 

value etc

Household level
Asset roster 

characteristics

Individual level
Ownership rights

Value etc



Minimum set of questions

• “Do you own any agricultural land?”
– Yes, exclusively Yes, jointly No

• “Do you own any of the following categories of other real estate?”
– Dwelling Yes, exclusively Yes, jointly No
– Non-agricultural land Yes, exclusively Yes, jointly No
– … other categories considered important

• For priority assets only

• Full bundle of ownership rights, except financial asset

• Limitations



Appending modules or stand-alone: 
example 1



Appending modules or stand-alone: 
example 2



Guidance on questionnaire design



Customizing questionnaire

• Background research

– Desk research: legal framework and customary norms 
about property rights (marital and inheritance 
regimes), across different areas of the country

– Qualitative research: questionnaire design + terms 
used + understanding of key concepts

• Customizing questionnaire content

– What is the objective of data collection?

– Data collection strategies

• Testing the questionnaire


